
Academic achievement

In 2019, the typical student in the poorest 
10 percent of districts scored one and a half 

years behind the national average for his 
or her year — and almost four years behind 

students in the richest 10 percent of districts – 
in both math and reading. 

By 2022, the typical student in the poorest 
districts had lost three-quarters of a year 

in math, more than double the decline 
of students in the richest districts. 

The declines in reading scores were half as 
large as in math and were similarly much 
larger in poor districts than rich districts. 
The pandemic left students in low-income 
and predominantly minority communities 
even further behind their peers in richer, 

whiter districts than they were.
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