
Affirmative action

[N]othing prohibits universities from 
considering an applicant’s discussion of 
how race affected the applicant’s life, 

so long as that discussion is concretely 
tied to a quality of character or unique 

ability that the particular applicant 
can contribute to the university. 

Many universities have for too long 
wrongly concluded that the touchstone 

of an individual’s identity is not 
challenges bested, skills built, or 

lessons learned, but the color of their skin. 
This Nation’s constitutional history 

does not tolerate that choice.
John Roberts, syllabus in 

Students for Fair Admissions, Inc. v. 
 Harvard College and University of North Carolina
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