
Affirmative action

Today, the Court concludes 
that indifference to race is the 

only constitutionally permissible means to 
achieve racial equality in college admissions. 
 That interpretation of the Fourteenth Amend- 

ment is not only contrary to precedent 
and the entire teachings of our history … 
but is also grounded in the illusion that 

racial inequality was a problem of a 
 different generation. … Ignoring race will not 

equalize a society that is racially unequal. 
What was true in the 1860s, and again 
in 1954, is true today: Equality requires 

acknowledgment of inequality.
Sonia Sotomayor, dissent in 

Students for Fair Admissions, Inc. v. 
 Harvard College and University of North Carolina
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