Authoritarianism

A new species of top-down rule
marked by recombinant qualities,
these despotisms are systems of

state-regulated capitalism in which
wide gaps between rich and poor
are bridged by top-to-bottom
patron-client connections,

middle class loyalty, staged elections,
and a great deal of officially
sanctioned talk of the people as
the veritable source of political order.

John Keane, The New Despotism
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