
By the numbers

As of January 2016, 
the average college student 

would need to work nearly 28 hours 
at a minimum wage job to pay for 

just one $200 textbook. 
Books can account for 40 percent of 

academic costs at community colleges.

American Scientist, 
November-December 2016, 

citing Covering the Cost, a report from the 
U.S. Public Interest Research Group
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