By the numbers

The world has more than 70 times
as many stock market indices as it has
quoted stocks, according to a survey
by the Index Industry Association.
A census of its members found that
they publish and regularly recalculate
5.28m indices, of which 3.14m cover

stock markets. According to the World
Bank, the number of public companies
in existencee is only 43,192.
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