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Citizenship

 … citizenship is one of 
what W. B. Gallie has termed 

“essentially contested concepts.” 
Many of the most studied concepts in 
the social sciences can be classified as 

“essentially contested” because there is 
no settled consensus on their specific 
meanings – their essence – and they 

do not lend themselves to easy definition.
Elizabeth F. Cohen and Cyril Ghosh, 

Citizenship 
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