Conservatives

Postwar American conservatism,
like it counterparts in Europe, understood
security as having five dimensions:
“national security,” “law and order,”
religious and cultural continuity,
economic stability for most workers,
and regulation for safer products

and a less dangerous environment.

To put it crudely, the story of American
conservatism since the 1980s is the
narrowing of the idea of security by

stripping away these last two dimensions
and upping the ante on the other three.

Fintan O'Toole,
New York Review of Books, March 25, 2021
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