... in the end all possible improvements of
the infractructure of democracy depend on
one thing: that intermediary institutions
be not only accessible and autonomous
but also assessable, as the British
philosopher Onora O'Neill has put it.

If they are to contribute to citizens'

judgments, it matters that citizens
can also judge them.

Jan-Werner Miiller, Democracy Rules

[Intermediary institutions include
political parties and the press]
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