Democracy

Public apathy and political ignorance
are a fundamental fact today,
beyond any possible dispute;

decisions are made by political leaders,
not by popular vote, which at best
has only an occasional veto power
after the fact.

The issue is whether this state of affairs
is, under modern conditions, a necessary
and desirabe one, or whether new forms
of popular participation, in the Athenian
spirit though not in the Athenian
substance, if I may phrase it that way,
need to be invented.
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