Even within Los Angeles County, there
had seemed no meaningful understand-
ing that if General Motors shut down its

assembly plant in Van Nuys, say,
as it did in fact do in 1992,
twenty-six hundred jobs lost,
the bell would eventually toll in

Bell Air, where the people lived who
held the paper on the people who
held the mortgages in Van Nuys.

Joan Didion, Where I Was From
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