American working-class families
experience a level of instability unseen
elsewhere in the world. Consider, for
instance, mom's revolving door of
father figures. No other country
experiences anything like this.

In France, the percentage of children
exposed to three or more maternal
partners is 0.5 percent—about one
in two hundred. The second highest
share is 2.6 percent, in Sweden, or
about one in forty. In the United States,
the figure is a shocking 8.2 percent
—about one in twelve —
and the figure is even higher
in the working class.
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