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Filibusters

The ease of use is what made it 
such a powerful tool for McConnell. 
Even Richard Russell could not have 

organized 137 filibusters in two years, 
which is the number McConnell deployed 
against Obama from 2009 through 2010. 

But under the rules of the modern Senate, 
doing so was as easy as 
making a sign-up sheet. 

All it took was a phone call or an email 
from a single Republican senator and the 
threshold on any bill or nomination would 

shoot up from a majority to a supermajority, 
effectively granting the minority veto power. 

And there is nothing 
the majority can do about it.
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