[W]e like to believe that the fate of
a government lies in the hands of its
citizens. If the people hold democratic
values, democracy will be safe. If the
citizens are open to authoritarian
appeals, then, sooner or later,
democracy will be in trouble.

This view is wrong. It assumes too much
of democracy—that “the people” can
shape at will the kind of government

they possess. It is hard to find any evi-
dence of majority support for authori-
tarianism in 1920s Germany and Italy.
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