Impeachment

The reason why evidence is irrelevant to
Trumps' trial is not just that the evidence
is inconveniently damning. It is that this
doctrine of the president's will as the
source of all authority must not be
undermined by the manner of the trial.

At the heart of Trump's defense is the jus-
tification that underlies all authoritarian
rule. The leader is special. He is not like us
because he has unique instincts. His gut
(or divine inpiration or mystical ability to
discern the true will of the people) leads him
to make the right call. And the gut cannot be
questioned: the job of everyone else in
government is to accept what the leader

does first and find the reasons for it later.

Fintan O'Toole,
New York Review of Books, February 27, 2020
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