
Lotteries

 Many white voters, [Jonathan] Cohen writes 
[in For a Dollar and a Dream ], supported 

legalization because they thought state-run 
gambling would primarily attract Black 

numbers players, who would then foot the 
bill for services that those white voters didn't 
 want to pay for anyway, such as better schools 

in the urban areas they had lately fled. 
 (In reality, the oft-repeated claim that 

legalizing the lottery would merely 
decriminalize current gamblers 

rather than create new ones of all races 
proved dramatically wrong.)

Kathryn Schulz, 
The New Yorker, October 17, 2022
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