Partisanship

[W]hen societies grow so deeply
divided that parties become wedded to
incompatible worldviews, and especially
when their members are so socially
segregated that they rarely interact,
stable partisan rivalries eventually give
way to perceptions of mutual threat.

As mutual toleration disappears,
politicians grow tempted to abandon
forbearance and try to win at all costs.
This may encourage the rise of antisystem
groups that reject democracy's rules
altogether. When that happens,
democracy is in trouble.
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