
Populism

Populist politics exploits 
the double-ness of comedy — the way that 
 “only a joke” can easily become “no joke” — 
 to create a relationship of active connivance 

between the leader and his followers 
in which everything is permissible 

because nothing is serious.
Fintan O'Toole, 

New York Review of Books, March 21, 2024
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