Negro poverty is not white poverty.
Many of its causes and many of its cures
are the same. But there are differences

— deep, corrosive, obstinate differences —
radiating painful roots into the community,
and into the family, and the nature of the
individual.

The differences are not racial differences.
They are solely and simply the consequence
of ancient brutality, past injustice, and
present prejudice. They are anguishing to
observe. For the Negro they are a constant
reminder of oppression. For the white
they are a constant reminder of guilt.
But they must be faced and they must
be dealt with and they must be overcome.

Lyndon Johnson, 1963,
Howard University Commencement Address
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