
Public discourse

 This is what the sociologist Howard Becker 
calls the “hierarchy of credibility”: 

Those at the top of the social hierarchy 
don't have to prove their claims; 
they're just taken for granted. 

But claims made by those on the bottom 
are burdened by skepticism 

and demands for proof.
Eleni Schirmer and Louise Seamster, 

New York Times, May 26, 2023
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