Separation of powers

Given America's separation of powers,
the Tea Party needs to be only a
majority of the majority of one half of
one branch of government to have a
pretty good shot at ensuring nothing
significant can move in Washington, D.C.
The only threshold that matters is to be
a majority of the minority party in the
Senate (where forty votes can block
almost all legislation), and to remain
the largest and most powerful faction
in the House. Even if Republicans lost
control of the House, the Tea Party
could still get by on the minority veto
in the Senate.
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