
Snapshot

In ending American isolation, 
his predecessor Franklin Roosevelt 

had the “advantage” of a world war. 
Truman set himself a harder task: 
to maintain a forward US posture 

during peace time. 
The result, an empire in all but name, 
has had costs. But the past 18 months 

have been a sublime education in its uses. 
Imagine Ukraine right now without 

a committed US. In another 18, 
depending how Americans vote, 

you might not have to.
Harry Truman 

portrayed by Janan Ganesh, 
Financial Times, July 25, 2023
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