Greeks have higher high school graduation
rates. CHileans live longer. Fifteen-year-olds
in Russia, Poland, Latvia and many other
countries are better at math than their
American counterparts — perhaps a
metric for where nations will stand
in a generation or two.

As for reading, one-fifth of American
15-year-olds can't read at the level
expected of a 10-year-old. How are those
millions of Americans going to compete
in a globalized economy? As I see it,
the greatest threat to America's future
is less a surging China or a rogue Russia
than it is our underperformance at home.

Nicholas Kristof, New York Times, 2021/06/23
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