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State of the union

The issues that we face today 
are very different from those 
of the last century and a half. 

The difference, I think, might be 
summed up roughly this way: 

those who went before inherited 
a conservatism and overthrew it; 

we inherit freedom, and have to use it. 
The sanctity of property, the patriarchal 

 family, hereditary caste, the dogmas of sin, 
obedience to authority — the rock of ages, 

in brief, has been blasted for us. 
Those who are young to-day are born 
into a world in which the foundations 

of the older order survive only as habits 
or by default.

Walter Lippmann, Drift and Mastery  [1914]
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