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State of the union

The Trump movement was always 
authoritarian and illiberal. It indulged 
periodically in the rhetoric of violence. 

Trump himself chafed against 
the restraints of law. 

But what the United States did not have 
 before 2020 was a large national movement 

willing to justify mob violence 
to claim political power. 

Now it does.
David Frum, The Atlantic, July 13, 2021
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