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State of the union

The truth of the first decades of the 
21st century, a truth that helped give us 

the Trump presidency, but will still be 
an important truth when he is gone, 

is that we aren't entering a 1930-style 
crisis for Western liberalism 
or hurtling forward toward 

transhumanism or extinction. 
Instead, we are aging, comfortable and 

stuck, cut off from the past and no longer 
optimistic about the future, spurning both 

memory and ambition while we await 
some saving innovation or revelation, 

growing old unhappily together 
in the light of tiny screens.
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