
State of the union

We are now in a country in which 
major presidential candidates can 
gibe about the menstrual cycles 

of their interviewers and the 
penis size of their opponents. 

We are now in a society in which 
the childish desires of a reality-TV 

narcissist can insult the inheritance 
that Washington and Hamilton 
risked their lives to bequeath. 

We are now in a society in which 
serial insults to basic decency 

aren't automatically disqualifying.

David Brooks, 
New York Times, October 21, 2016
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