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Supreme Court

During the Trump administration, 
for instance, the justices issued 28 orders 
at the request of the administration that 

blocked adverse lower-court rulings 
while the government appealed. 

This had the effect of allowing the government 
to enforce policies that had been invalidated 
by every other court ruling on their legality. 

In contrast, the Supreme Court issued 
only four such orders during the 16 years 

spanning the presidencies of both 
George W. Bush and Barack Obama. 
The court is also using these orders 

far more often to directly block 
government policies at the outset of litigation, 

when lower courts have refused to do so.

Washington Post, September 3, 2021
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