For the first time in years, the
United States has demonstrated policy
competence during a global crisis.
Ukraine's stout resistance and its
identification with Europe and the
United States have reminded everyone,
including Americans, that U.S. soft power
and structural power persist.

After decades of rhetoric about American
decline and a democratic recession,
U.S. policymakers can now speak of
restored alliances and a determination to
strengthen the liberal international order.
Perceptions of U.S. hegemony might be
starting to shift in a more favorable direction.
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