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Voting rights

Whenever it can, the majority gives a 
cramped reading to broad language. 

And then it uses that reading to uphold 
two election laws from Arizona that 
discriminate against minority voters. 
I could say—and will in the following 

pages—that this is not how the Court is 
supposed to interpret and apply statutes. 
But that ordinary critique woefully under- 
sells the problem. What is tragic here is 
that the Court has (yet again) rewritten 

—in order to weaken—a statute that stands 
as a monument to American greatness, 
and protects against its basest impulses.

Elena Kagan, dissent in 
Brnovich v. Democratic National Committee
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