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Wannabe autocrats

The president, Barr argued, has 
“complete authority to start or stop” 

investigations and can “give direction” 
on individual cases, including those that 

touch on his political or financial interests. 
“The Constitution itself places no limit 

on the president's authority to act 
on matters which concern him or 

his own conduct,” Barr wrote. 
Law enforcement, he argued, 
was a power exclusively held 

by the president, because 
“he alone is the executive branch.”

Mattathias Schwarta, 
New York Times Magazine, June 7, 2020
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