Wretched excess

Consistent human settlement
on Floreana [in the Galapagos]
only dates back to 1929, when
a German doctor, Friedrich Ritter,
and his companion, Dore Strauch,
decided to follow his nativist philosophy
by leaving their respective spouses

(who conveniently moved in together),
pulling out all their teeth to seal
their commitment to vegetarianism,
and moving there.
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